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Welcome to
the Vixens
Den Studio!
H ey  ther e!  I 'm B ec k y,  y o ur
furn iture  a nd dec o r
re juv e na tio n g uide  a nd
mis a dv entu res  ma v en b e hin d
the  Vi xens  D en S tudio .  

I  s ta rted s tr i pp i ng  the f i n is h
o ff  of  my  f i rs t  p ie c e o f
furn iture  ov e r  10 y ea rs  a go .
E ve ry  day  I  dra g g ed my
hus b a nd' s  c hi ldho o d dr es s er
o ut  of  o ur  s to ra ge  s he d,  a nd
s ho ve d it  b a c k in  to  dry  ev e ry   
n i gh t .  The re w e re  so  ma ny l a ye rs  of  p a int  to  re mov e ,  b ut
the  p ie ce  turne d o ut  b ea utifu l ly !  S inc e  the n,  I ' v e
re juv e na ted l oa ds  of  fur nitur e,  d is c ov e r ing  ne w
p ro ducts  a nd te c hniq ue s a l ong  the  w ay .  

N ow  I  w an t  to  he lp  y ou  de c ide  i f  fur niture  re juv e na tio n is
r i gh t  for  y ou  an d yo ur  p ie c e!  This  g uide  w al ks  y ou
thro ug h the  p roc e s s s te p b y  s tep  w ith  a  de c is io n
c he ck l is t  a t  the  en d.

Le t ' s  ge t  s tar ted de c iding  w ha t' s  b e s t  for  y o u a nd yo ur
furn iture !
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To Refinish
or Not to
Refinish?
Are you confused by al l  of
the noise surrounding
whether to refinish or  not
to refinish your
furniture? Are you afraid
of  "ruining" the value of
your potential ly  "f ine
antique"?

E ve ry one  ha s  a n op i n io n,  a nd
g en era l l y  w e  a re  a l l  w i l l ing  to
s ha re  it .  

The  p rob le m w ith  a n o p in i on i s  tha t  one  s iz e do es  n o t
f it  a l l .  E v ery o ne h as  d iffe re nt  s ty l es ,  inte re sts ,  an d
g oa l s .

Thi s  g ui de b re a ks  dow n the  de ci s io n ma king  p ro c es s
s tep  b y  s te p  to  he lp  y ou  de c ide  w ha t  is  r ig ht  fo r  y ou
a nd y our  fu rnitu re.  Be ca us e  a t  the e nd o f  the  day ,
y ou' re  the  one  w ho  ha s to  l i v e  w ith  i t .  

So  le t ' s  f i g ure  out  i f  ref i n is hi ng  yo ur  fu rnitur e i s  th e
r i gh t  ste p  for  y o u a nd yo ur  ho me .
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DECISION PROCESS
Step by Step

What is your
intended purpose
for the piece of
furniture?

When and where
was it made?

FUNCTION HISTORY

What is the current
market value?

VALUE

CONDITIONCONSTRUCTION

W W W . T H E V I X E N S D E N . C O M P A G E  3

What is it made of? What is the current
condition?



I t  do e sn 't  ma tte r  ho w mu ch  a
pi ec e  is  w orth i f  yo u ne v er
pl an  to  s e l l  i t .  Whi le  I  st i l l
rec o mmend e v a lua t ing  a  p ie c e
for  i ts  c ur ren t  va lu e b e fore
yo u ma ke  a  f i na l  de ci s io n,  i t 's
imp orta nt  th at  y o u lo v e w ha t
is  in  y ou r  ho me.  I f  yo u don 't
l ik e  the  w a y a  p ie ce  lo o ks  bu t
yo u p la n to  ke ep  it ,  then  the
cho ic e  is  c le ar :

Re f in i sh  it !

"Be  i n te n t io n al  w i th  y ou r  spa ce.
D o n 't  be  af ra id  t o  ste p o n a  l imb

an d d esi gn  yo u r  h om e t h e w ay
y ou  lo ve  it . "  

1 :  D O  Y O U  W A N T  T O
K E E P  T H E
F U R N I T U R E ?

J O A N N A  G A I N E S
( I n t e r i o r  D e s i g n e r )
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A  r ep ro duc tio n l oo ks  l ik e
a n a nt i que  b ut  ha s  fa r
l es s  v al ue .  I f  the  ma ker s
ma rk  an d inte rne t
s e a rch es  c on f i rm to  yo ur
s a t is fa c t io n tha t  yo ur
p i ec e i s  a  l ow  v a lue
r ep ro duc tio n,  the n
r ef i n is h it !

2 :  W H E N  A N D  W H E R E  W A S  T H E  P I E C E
M A D E ?

An or i g ina l  a nt i qu e wi l l  ha ve
va l ue.  But  h ow  muc h w i l l
dep e nd on  its  c ondi t io n a nd
wi l l  st i l l  va ry  b etw e en
dea le rs ,  l oc a t io ns ,  a nd the
cu rre nt  des i gn  sty le s .
Con su lt  e xpe rts  for
ap p ra is a ls  b efo re
ref i n is hi ng .

T he "O r i g in a l  Ant iqu e"  v s t he "Va lua bl e
R eprod uct ion "
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https://www.amazon.com/Powells-Furniture-990-332-2-Drawer-Console/dp/B009AICUII?hvadid=616862898222&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=1027271&hvnetw=s&hvqmt=b&hvrand=9399975781404070719&hvtargid=kwd-55732131&hydadcr=24629_13611841&keywords=antique+replica+furniture&qid=1686406272&sr=8-54&linkCode=ll1&tag=thevixensde03-20&linkId=1c663007494f41f1fd186229c7f2491e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/storage-case-pieces/commodes-chests-drawers/french-louis-xv-style-commode-marble-top/id-f_21183672/
https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/storage-case-pieces/commodes-chests-drawers/rare-18th-century-period-french-louis-xv-commode/id-f_3879292/


The  ne xt  ste p  is  to  s na p  a  qui c k p ic ture  o f  y o ur  p i e c e a nd ru n
it  th rou gh th e Go o gl e  L en s A pp .  This  w i l l  s ho w y ou  s i mi l ar
p ie c es  a nd l i nks  to  f ind o ut  mor e a b out  y o ur  p ie c e a nd i ts
p ote nti a l  va l ue.

G O O G L E  L E N S

Be s ide s e Ba y ,  the re  ar e  a uc t io n s ite s  s uc h a s
l i v ea uc tio ne ers ,  inv a lua b le .c o m,  g oto a uc tio n.c o m,
a uc tio nzip . co m,  o r  S othe b y' s .  The s e s i tes  w i l l  g iv e  yo u a
b a si c  i dea  o f  w ha t  p i ec e s h av e  s ol d  for  i n  the  pa s t .  

A U C T I O N  S I T E S

I f  y ou th ink  y o ur  p ie c e ma y h av e  g rea t  v a lue ,  th en i t  is  a lw a ys
b es t  to  ha ve  a  p rofe s si on al  ev a lu ate  it ,  i f  o nly  fo r  ins ura nc e
p urp o se s .  I  re c omme nd c ons ul t ing  a t  le a s t  thre e a nd
a v era g ing  the  a p pr ai sa l s .

A N T I Q U E  D E A L E R S

Sta rt  w ith  the p i ec e  its el f .  L oo k fo r  a  "ma ke r 's  ma rk "  wh ic h
c ou ld  b e a  s ta mp o r  a  s t ic ke r  w ith  the  ma nufa c ture r ' s  n ame .
Se a rc h for  the ma nu fac ture r  o n the  inte rne t.

O N  T H E  F U R N I T U R E
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3 :  W H A T  I S  T H E  P O T E N T I A L  V A L U E ?
R emind er :  Knowi ng t he cur rent  v a lue  o nl y  t e l l s

you wh a t  a  p iece "mig ht "  b e w o rt h at  a
momen t in  t ime.



I f  a  p ie c e i s  s i gn if ic a nt l y
dama g ed th en i t  c an  be
rep a ire d.  H ow e v er ,  the  rep a ir
may  ta ke  s i g nif i ca nt  t i me a nd
mate r ia l s .  
This  c oul d  b e a  w onde rful
op p ortu nity  to  l ea rn  s o me
new  s ki l ls ,  or  i t  co ul d  be  a
frus tra t ing  w a ste  of  t i me a nd
mone y.  I  ha v e s e ve ra l  p o sts
tha t  co v er  v a r i ous  furn iture
rep a irs .
Ev a lua te  the p i ec e
thoro ug hl y ,  rev i ew  the  po s ts
an d de c ide  i f  y ou w a nt  to
mov e fo rw a rd.  

“ In  1 00 y e ars t i me  a l l  th e
co rn ers  are  ro u nd e d o ff ,  th e re

ar e de n t s,  d i n gs.  I t  i s  a  sou ve n i r
o f  l i f e  an d  h i st ory .”

4 :  D O E S  I T  N E E D
R E P A I R S ?

C H A R L E S  S H A C K L E T O N  
( M a s t e r  C r a f t s m a n )
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D I N G S

The re  are  ma ny  wa y s to  e as i ly  d is g uis e  dents  a nd d i ngs  fro m
y ea rs  of  u se .  Th is  is  the  ea s ie s t  typ e  of  re p a ir .

D A M A G E D  F I N I S H

D ep en ding  o n the  typ e  of  f in is h tha t  y ou h av e ,  i t  co ul d  be  a
s imp le  re pa i r ,  o r  a  fu l l  f in i sh  remo v a l  p roc e s s.  Th is  i s  a  t i me-
c on su mi ng  b ut  s imp le  rep a ir .
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S T R U C T U R A L  C R A C K S

Str uc tura l  c ra c ks  co ul d  be  a s  s i mp le  as  a  re -g lu e a nd c la mp ,
o r  a s  c o mpl ex a s  a  tea r  a p a rt  a nd re bui ld .  I t  dep e n ds  on a  l ot
o f  fac to rs .  

M I S S I N G  O R  D A M A G E D  P A R T S
H ere ' s  w he re  th in gs  g et  r ea l l y  c re a t iv e .  Y ou  ca n r e b ui ld
da ma ge d or  mis s ing  p ar ts  b y  ha nd,  o r  f in d rep l ac e me nts  fro m
a  re pu tab le  s ou rc e.  Th e c o mpl exi ty  o f  th i s  r ep a ir  d e p ends  o n
the  lo c at i on o f  the  da mag e .
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The b a s e ma te r ia l  o f  yo ur
pro je c t  dete rmi nes  the
mate r ia l s  a nd te c hniq ue s  tha t
yo u w i l l  us e.
In  ge ne ra l ,  yo u w i l l  ha v e a  muc h
be tter  f ina l  p ro duc t  i f  y ou  ar e
wo rki ng  w ith  a  s ol id  ma ter ia l .
Mos t  mo dern  furnitu re i s
co ns truc te d us ing  a n MD F
(Me diu m De ns ity  F ib e rb oa rd)
mate r ia l  tha t  is  ea s i l y  da ma ge d
an d c ha l le ng ing  to  rep a ir .  
I t  ca n b e  done ,  b ut  i t  req ui res
sp e ci a l  c a re to  s ea l  th e ma ter ia l   
pro p er ly  so  tha t  it  do es n' t  s w el l
dur ing  the  re f in i s hing  p ro ce s s .  

“T h e q u est i on  o f  w h at  y o u  w a nt
to  o w n i s  actu al l y  t h e q u est i on

o f  h o w  y o u  w an t  to  l i ve  yo u r
l i fe .”

5 :  W H A T  M A T E R I A L
I S  I T  M A D E  F R O M ?

M A R I E  K O N D O
( I n t e r i o r  D e s i g n e r )

1 0 .



V ene e r  is  a n  en t i re ly
di ffere nt  ma ter ia l .  I t  is  a
v e ry  th in  s he et  o f   s o l id
w o od o v erto p  of  a  le s s
e xp ens i ve  s ol id  o r
e ng ine e red w o od.  Ve nee r
re q uire s  extra  c a re  wh en
re f in is hin g to  ma ke  su re
y ou  don' t  s a nd thro ug h to
the  w oo d unde rne a th.

M O S T  M O D E R N  F U R N I T U R E  L O O K S
L I K E  R E A L  W O O D

Fur nitur e ma y  co nta in  a
c omb i na t io n of  s o l id
w oo d fra me s a nd MD F o r   
p a rt ic le  b oa rd to p s o r
dra w er  fron ts.  Thes e
c a n s t i l l  b e  f i n is he d,  ju st
b e v e ry  ca re ful  w he n
re mov i ng  the p a rts  or
re p os it i on ing  the
furn iture .

R emind er :  Whet her  i t ' s  rea l  or  not ,  i f  yo u lo v e
it  an d wa nt  to  k eep it  th en you  shoul d.  Ju st  b e

p repa red  f or  some extr a  ch al leng e s.
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I ' M  K E E P I N G  I T  F O R E V E R

I T ' S  N O T  A N  O R I G I N A L  A N T I Q U E  O R
V A L U A B L E  R E P R O D U C T I O N

I T  D O E S N ' T  H A V E  S I G N F I C A N T  V A L U E

I T ' S  N O T  S E V E R E L Y  D A M A G E D  O R  I  A M
W I L L I N G  T O  F I X  I T

I T ' S  S O L I D  O R  I ' M  W I L L I N G  T O  L E A R N
D I F F E R E N T  R E F I N I S H I N G  T E C H N I Q U E S

RefinishingRefinishing
Decision ChecklistDecision Checklist

W I L L  Y O U  B E  R E F I N I S H I N G  Y O U R
P I E C E  O F  F U R N I T U R E ?

1 2 .

I f  you checked off  a l l  the boxes,  then you're  ready to  start  the
ref in ishing process!  

I f  not ,  then you have a  p iece that  may be an investment.  Consider
consult ing a  professional  for  valuat ion.



“ H A V E  N O T H I N G  I N
Y O U R  H O U S E  W H I C H

Y O U  D O  N O T  K N O W  T O
B E  U S E F U L  O R
B E L I E V E  T O  B E

B E A U T I F U L . ”
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W I L L I A M  M O R R I S
( D e s i g n e r )



Co ng ra tula t io ns !  Y o u no w h av e  the
p ro ce s s th at  y o u ne ed to  dec ide
w he ther  r ef i n is hi ng  yo ur  p ie c e o f
furn iture  is  r i gh t  for  y ou .  I f  y ou w o uld
l i ke  more  in forma ti on o n the  ne xt
s tep s ,  I  re c omme nd s ta rt ing  r i g ht
he re  at :  www.thevixensden.com .
I  w ou ld  lo v e to  he lp  yo u w ith  a ny
q ues tio ns  y ou ma y  ha v e!  E ma i l  me a t :
Be c ky @the v ixe ns den. co m.

R E A D Y  F O R  T H E  N E X T  S T E P ?

R ujev ena t e you r  f ur nit ure .
Lov e you r  home.
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@beckyl3873

thevixensden

inthevixensden

@thevixensden

http://www.thevixensden.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/beckyl3873/
https://www.pinterest.com/beckyl3873/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100071692540579
https://www.instagram.com/inthevixensden/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOhOoGPe8FLzz963uypYspg

